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THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT, March 7, 2021 

Defending the worship of God, and God only 

 
(P: pastor;  C: congregation) 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God 

who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a 

called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen 

P: The Lord is near to those who call on him. C: Oh, come, let us worship him. 

HYMN: “There in God’s Garden” WOV 668, st. 1-4  

There in God’s garden stands the Tree of Wisdom, 

Whose leaves hold forth the healing of the nations; 

Tree of all knowledge, Tree of all compassion, Tree of all beauty. 

Its name is Jesus, name that says, “Our Savior!” 

There on its branches see the scars of suff’ring; 

See where the tendrils of our human selfhood feed on its life blood. 

Thorns not its own are tangled in its foliage; 

Our greed has starved it, our despite has choked it. 

Yet, look! It lives! Its grief has not destroyed it nor fire consumed it. 

See how its branches reach to us in welcome; 

Hear what the Voice says, “Come to me, ye weary! 

Give me your sickness, give me all your sorrow, I will give blessing.” 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from 

Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 

unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen 

  



FIRST LESSON: Exodus 20:1-17, The commandments given at Sinai 

 And God spoke all these words, saying, 

 2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

 3“You shall have no other gods before me. 

 4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or 

that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or serve 

them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third 

and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me 

and keep my commandments. 

 7“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless 

who takes his name in vain. 

 8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, 10but the 

seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 

daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your 

gates. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the 

seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

 12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is 

giving you. 

 13“You shall not murder. 

 14“You shall not commit adultery. 

 15“You shall not steal. 

 16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

 17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male 

servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” 
P: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God! 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Christ crucified, the wisdom of God 

 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 

power of God. 19For it is written, 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 

made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 

wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand 

signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 

Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not 

many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 

wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the 

world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the 

presence of God. 30And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the 

Lord.” 
P: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God! 

  



LENTEN VERSE 

 
  Re  - turn     to the Lord, your God,           for he   is gra - cious and 

 
  mer -  ci  -  ful,        slow        to  an  -  ger,     and       a-bound-ing in 

 

         stead - fast     love,    and a-bound  -  ing  in   stead - fast      love. 

GOSPEL: John 2:13-25, The cleansing of the Temple 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the second chapter.  C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found those 

who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15And making a whip of 

cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-

changers and overturned their tables. 16And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do 

not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 17His disciples remembered  it was written, “Zeal for your house 

will consume me.” 

 18So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 19Jesus answered them, 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to 

build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 
22When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed 

the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
23Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the 

signs that he was doing. 24But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 
25and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man. 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

SERMON 

HYMN: “In the Cross of Christ I glory” LBW 104 (Text and tune: Public domain) 

In the cross of Christ I glory, Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story Gathers round its head sublime. 

When the woes of life o’er take me, Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

When the sun of bliss is beaming Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming Adds more luster to the day. 

Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, Joys that through all time abide. 

PRAYERS 

Prayers and intercessions are said by the pastor.  In concluding the prayers the pastor says: 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 

us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  Amen 

  



BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen 

DISMISSAL HYMN: “There in God’s Garden” WOV 668, st. 5-6   

This is my ending, this my resurrection; 

Into your hands, Lord, I commit my spirit. 

This have I searched for; now I can possess it. This ground is holy. 

All heav’n is singing, “Thanks to Christ whose Passion  

Offers in mercy healing, strength, and pardon. 

Peoples and nations, take it, take it freely!” Amen! My Master! 

 

 

 

 

 

We strive to use our gifts and the best resources available to support people in their faith.  To inquire 

about our sermons and/or the resources used to produce them please contact us through our church office.  To 

God be the glory!  

WOV 668: Tr: © 1976 Hinshaw Music Inc. Reprinted by permission of OneLicense.net, A-702844. 

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Words for Worship: Year B, 2012.  Copyright © 2011 Augsburg 

Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #7486-L. 
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For those who wish to remain, Holy Communion follows the 

Dismissal Hymn. 

http://www.faithvalpo.org/

