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THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 17, 2020 

Christ Our Advocate  

 
(P: pastor;  C: congregation) 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God 

who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a 

called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen 

P: Alleluia!  The Lord is risen!  Alleluia! C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

HYMN: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!” LBW 130   (Text and tune: Public Domain) 

“Christ the Lord is risen today!” All on earth with angels say; 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; Sing, ye heavens; and earth, reply 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven!  Praise to thee by both be given. 

Thee we greet triumphant now; Hail, the resurrection, thou! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray.  O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those 

things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen 

FIRST LESSON: 1 Peter 3:13-22, The days of Noah, a sign of baptism 

 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if you should suffer for 

righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts honor 

Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the 

hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16having a good conscience, so that, when you are 

slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for 

doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 

 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, 

being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in 

prison, 20because they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 

was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.  

  



21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and 

is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 
P: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God! 

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21, Christ our advocate 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John, the fourteenth chapter. C: Glory to you, O Lord! 

 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

 18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the world will see me no 

more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, 

and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he 

who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

SERMON 

HYMN: “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” LBW 158   (Text and tune: Public Domain) 

Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now; 

Alleluia! He is near us; Faith believes, nor questions how. 

Though the cloud from sight received him When the forty days were o’er, 

Shall our hearts forget his promise: “I am with you evermore”? 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: 

“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by his blood.” 

PRAYERS 

Prayers and intercessions are said by the pastor.  In concluding the prayers the pastor says: 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 

us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  Amen 

BENEDICTION 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  The Lord 

look upon you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen 

DISMISSAL HYMN: “I Know that My Redeemer Lives!” LBW 352 (Text and tune: Public domain) 

He lives to bless me with his love; He lives to plead for me above; 

He lives my hungry soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need. 

POSTLUDE:  “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” by Ore and “Fugue XII in F major” by Handel 

 

We strive to use our gifts and the best resources available to support people in their faith.  To inquire about our 

sermons and/or the resources used to produce them please contact us through our church office.  To God be the 

glory! Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Words for Worship: Year A, 2011.  Copyright © 2010 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #7486-L. 
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