To listen to the service in your car in Faith’s parking lot, tune the radio to
FM 99.1

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, May 24, 2020
Christ Ascends into Heaven

(P: pastor; C: congregation)
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  C: Amen

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God
who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination
P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a
called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen

P: Alleluia! The Lord is risen! Alleluia!  C: He is risen indeed! Alleluial

HYMN: “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” LBW 151 (Text and tune: Public Domain)
Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!
Praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray. O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without
consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign with
Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C: Amen

FIRST LESSON: 1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:6-11, God sustains those who suffer

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something
strange were happening to you. **But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice
and be glad when his glory is revealed. *If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. *But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or
as a meddler. 1°Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that
name. Y’For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will be the
outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? ®And “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will
become of the ungodly and the sinner?” *Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their
souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.



S®Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt
you, ’casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your
adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. °Resist him, firm in your
faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the
world. °And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory
in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and
ever. Amen.

P: The word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53, Christ’s ascension

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-fourth chapter. C: Glory to you, O Lord!

Then he said to them, "These are my words that | spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."*Then he opened
their minds to understand the Scriptures, “%and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and
on the third day rise from the dead, *’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “8You are witnesses of these things. “°And behold, I am sending
the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high." **Then
he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. ®While he blessed them, he parted
from them and was carried up into heaven. >2And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,
3and were continually in the temple blessing God.

P: The Gospel of the Lord. C: Praise to you, O Christ!
SERMON

HYMN: “Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray” LBW 225 (Text and tune: Public Domain)
One bread, one cup, one body, we, United by our life in thee,
Thy love proclaim till thou shalt come To bring thy scattered loved ones home.

Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: Oh, keep us steadfast to that day,
That each may be thy welcomed guest When thou shalt spread they heav’nly feast.

PRAYERS
Prayers and intercessions are said by the pastor. In concluding the prayers the pastor says:
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord
look upon you with favor and give you peace. C: Amen

DISMISSAL HYMN: “I Know that My Redeemer Lives!” LBW 352 (Text and tune: Public domain)
He lives, all glory to his name! He lives, my Savior, still the same;
What joy this blest assurance gives; | know that my Redeemer lives!

We strive to use our gifts and the best resources available to support people in their faith. To inquire about our
sermons and/or the resources used to produce them please contact us through our church office. To God be the
glory! Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Words for Worship: Year A, 2011. Copyright © 2010
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #7486-L.
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